National Association for Able Children in Education

Reading list for able readers aged 8-11

“In an increasingly noisy, complicated world, reading is our quiet superpower” — Richard
Osman

The books in this list have won or been shortlisted for awards in 2025 and some longlisted for 2026 — the
National Year of Reading.

Fiction

Peregrine Quinn and the Cosmic Realm - Ash Bond

Peregrine Quinn has always loved hearing her godfather Daedalus Bloom’s stories
about his life as an immortal, but that’s all they were ...stories. That is, until the portals
that connect the Terrain Realm with the Cosmic Realm mysteriously shut down and
Daedalus, the only one who can fix them, is kidnapped. Peregrine’s battle to save the
Cosmic Realm begins!

2025 Shortlists: The Branford Boase Award and The Week Junior Breakthrough Book Award

The Boy in the Suit - James Fox

Ten-year-old Solo just wants to be normal. He wants a name that doesn’t stand out.
He wishes he had a proper school uniform that fitted him. But most of all he longs to
stop crashing funerals for the free food. Solo searches for security, community and
connection as his family struggle under the cost of living crisis. Sensitive, powerful and

incredibly moving.
2025 Shortlist: The Branford Boase Award

The Boy to Beat the Gods - Ashley Thorpe

Kayode dreams of eating the forbidden fruit of the Orishas so he can gain the power of
the gods and stop them terrorising his people. So when a fruit of the Orishas appears
in his path after the Orishas snatch his sister, he leaps on it. Surging with new and
difficult-to-control powers, he joins forces with a trickster god and a vengeful princess

to save his sister and put an end to the mighty Orishas.
2025 Shortlists: The Branford Boase Award, The Week Junior and the Jhalak Prize

Mayowa and the Sea of Words - Chibundu Onuzo

Ten-year-old Mayowa has always thought that her Grandpa Edward, who dyes his
beard emerald green and jumps on books in private, is rather unusual. One day she
jumps on a book for herself and uncovers a huge family secret. By jumping on a book
she can harness the emotions inside it and channel them directly into other people.
When the opportunity to use her power to save the lives of countless refugees
presents itself, Mayowa wants to jump in with both feet. But Mayowa and her
grandpa are not the only book-jumpers — and not everybody wants to use this power

for good...
2025 Shortlist: Jhalak Prize

e Ewgl 8" Evil Emperor Penguin: The World Will Be Mine! - Laura Ellen Anderson
NG Evil Emperor Penguin’s plans to take over planet Earth are in place and nothing can
, “‘f&“ﬁﬁg“ « stop him ... Wait, is that his arch nemesis, Evil Cat?! Surely the world is too small for

- two evil geniuses!
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Kofi and the Rap Battle Summer - Jeffrey Boakye

Kofi is used to things going wrong, but when he finds out that his best friend Kelvin
has a photographic memory, he comes up with a genius money-making scheme. The
whole school is obsessed with music but no one can ever make out the words, so the
boys sell a new fanzine full of song lyrics called Paper Jam ...and suddenly it is turning

out to be the best summer ever!
2025 Shortlist: The Laugh Out Loud Book Awards
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Solve Your Own Mystery: The Transylvanian Express - Gareth P. Jones
Welcome to Haventry, a town where the ordinary and extraordinary collide! With
ghosts, werewolves and zombies living side by side, trouble is always brewing. And

when a fiendish crime is committed, YOU are the detective in charge of the case.
2025 Shortlist: The Laugh Out Loud Book Awards

The Boss of Everyone - Danny Wallace

Ten-year-old Joss’s greatest ambition is to be Class Monitor at school. But she is about
to go one step further. It is ‘Take Your Kid to Work Day’ and Joss’s dad takes her to the
company he works for. When the boss calls a meeting and tells them that he is giving
his job away to the person with the best idea for a company game-changer... Joss sticks

her hand up and the next thing she knows — Joss is the boss!
2025 Shortlist: The Laugh Out Loud Book Awards

My Soul, A Shining Tree - Jamila Gavin

This powerful First World War-set novel is based on the inspiring true story of Indian
gunner and Victoria Cross recipient Khudadad Khan. The story is told from four
perspectives: Lotte, a Belgian farmgirl whose village is the flashpoint for a battle; Ernst,
a German teenage cavalry soldier whose grandiose dreams of war lie in tatters;

Khudadad Khan, the gunner fighting with the British Army; and a wild walnut tree.
2025 Winner: The Nero Children’s Fiction Award; 2026 Longlist: The Carnegies

Dragonborn - Struan Murray

Life is no fun for Alex Evans. Ever since her dad’s death, her overprotective mother has
smothered her with unbreakable rules and unspoken fears. When the frustration

inside Alex finally gets too big to bear, it rushes to the surface. And flames spill from
her mouth. Because Alex is a dragon... one of the many who live among us, unless
something awakens their true nature. Led by the mighty Oliphos to the legendary
island of Skralla, Alex must now train alongside fierce dragon children if she is to unlock

the power of her birthright.
2025 Shortlist: The Nero Children’s Fiction Award
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Shrapnel Boys - Jenny Pearson

When war comes to London in 1939, Ronnie Smith is scared and excited: scared of the
bombs that fall at night, but excited to race his friends to collect the best bits of
shrapnel every morning. But for Ronnie the battles are also at school and at home. His
little brother is up to no good and Ronnie is worried he is getting into big trouble.
Ronnie is desperate to help his little brother but he is not expecting to uncover secrets

that could change the fate of the whole war...
2025 Shortlist: The Nero Children’s Fiction Award; 2026 Longlist: The Carnegies

People Like Stars - Patrice Lawrence

Three 13-year-old strangers are connected by one big secret. Nervous Ayrton was
stolen away from his mum as a baby. He was returned safely but now Mum won’t let
him out of her sight. Curious Stanley has a Forbidden Grandmother; his mum won’t
even talk about her. Homeless Sen has finally found a place to live but she will be out
on the street if she upsets her secretive landlady. What happens when their paths

Cross...
2025 Shortlist: The Nero Children’s Fiction Award; 2026 Longlist: The Carnegies
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Fia and the Last Snowdeer - Eilish Fisher
In this bewitching verse novel set in prehistoric Ireland, Fia and her cousin embark on
a quest to save their reindeer from being sacrificed and to discover the mythical Deer

Mother.
2025 Winner: Irish Book Awards; 2026 Longlist: The Carnegies

Shadow Creatures - Chris Vick

Mose and her daughter Agna are incomers to a Norwegian village and treated with
suspicion. But Young Liva, left out of the secrets shared by her sister Tove and brother
Hakken, idolises Agna and follows her everywhere. Unwittingly they lead the German
soldiers to a perfect island. Once a haven for picnics and storytelling, it is transformed

into a grim POW camp. Friendships are made and broken, and lives change forever.
@ 2025 Winner: Young Quills Award; 2026 Longlist: The Carnegies

The Boy, the Witch and the Queen of Scots - Barbara Henderson

12-year-old Alexander Buchan was once content training as a falconer at Strathbogie
Castle in Huntly. But when his Earl sends him to Edinburgh to the court of the newly
arrived Mary, Queen of Scots, the boy finds himself lured into a world of intrigue,

terror and treachery.
2025 Runner-Up: Young Quills Award

Roman Boy - Tony Bradman

Banished from home by his jealous stepfather, 14-year-old Lucius is exiled to
Londinium. Plunged into mortal danger as he flees his stepfather’s assassin, Lucius
takes a false name and joins the brutal ranks of The Eagles, the Roman Legion in

o Britannia. Under the watchful eye of the god Jupiter, Lucius excels in battle and catches

SECRETS. SACRIFICE. SURVIVAL.

}LOMAN the attention of his superiors. As the shadows of war gather, Lucius must face not only

the Celtic rebels but also his stepfather’s relentless vendetta — and his own self-doubt.
2025 Shortlist: Young Quills Award

| am Rebel - Ross Montgomery

Rebel is a good dog and he loves his simple, perfect life on the farm with his owner
Tom — until one day the war comes too close... Now Tom is determined to join the
rebellion to defeat the king’s men. But rebel knows war is dangerous and he will stop
at nothing to save the human he loves. Rebel must bring Tom home before it is too

late.
2025 Winner: The FCBG Children’s Book Award

Spooksmiths Investigate: The Cinderman - Alex Atkinson

Indigo and Rusty live in a funeral parlour. They don’t believe in ghosts. That is, until
Indigo drops an old urn, accidently releasing the Cinderman: a terrifying ash monster,
who will smother their town in ashes and turn everyone into zombies, unless they can
stop him by sunset. Using their newly awakened Spooksmith skills, Indigo and Rusty
set out to enlist the help of other ghosts — the Blasted Banshee and Chuckles the

Phantom Toddler. Can they stop the Cinderman in time?
2025 Shortlist: The FCBG Children’s Book Award

Wildlands - Brogen Murphy

Twenty-five years into the future, no humans are allowed in the Wildlands — a vast area
in Britain where wolves, lynx and bison roam free. The only exception is a high-speed
trainline between London and Glasgow that crosses right through the heart of the
project. Thirteen-year-old Astrid and her little sister, Indie, are onboard when their
train slows to an unexpected stop and they find themselves accidently left behind.

Stranded in this place of wonders and dangers, can they survive?
2025 Winner: The Wainwright Prize
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Land of the Last Wildcat - Lui Sit

Puffin Lau has two problems: her beloved scientist mum barely speaks to her... and a
mythical wildcat called the Kuri is depending on her for survival. Puffin grew up on
stories of the Kuri and its magical powers and wants to return it to its rightful home.
But standing in her way is the ominous Professor Smoult, a money-hungry scientist who
wants to capture the Kuri and steal its magic — can Puffin and her friend Lance save the

last wildcat before it is too late?
2025 Shortlist: The Wainwright Prize

Ettie and the Midnight Pool - Julia Green
Ettie has lived blissfully with her grandma with the wild woods as her playground. She
meets the mysterious Cora who leads her to a hidden quarry pool — deep, cold,

beautiful and dangerously inviting. Ettie is ready to jump straight in. But the quarry has
secrets....
2025 Shortlist: The Wainwright Prize

Wildful - Kengo Kurimoto

Nothing has been the same since Gran passed away. Mum is too sad to leave
the house, so Poppy has started taking her dog Pepper for walks around the
neighbourhood. When Poppy discovers a forgotten patch of woodland and
meets a new friend, she learns that you can find magic in the wild — if you know

where to look, what to listen for... but can Poppy help her mum to see it too?
2025 Shortlist: The Wainwright Prize

Turtle Moon - Hannah Gold

Silver’s parents aren’t happy. They haven’t been happy since the nursery they
decorated started gathering cobwebs, waiting for the baby that never came. So when
Silver’s dad is invited to paint at a turtle rescue centre in Costa Rica, she hopes it will

be the adventure the family needs.
2025 Shortlists: The FCBG Children’s Book Award and The Wainwright Prize

Cruise Ship Kid: Thief at Sea - Emma Swan

Silver lives on a cruise ship. She has never had a best friend her own age. She is
definitely not a detective. Somehow, though, she starts investigating the case of the
missing mega-expensive watches. Silver hopes that if she can solve the crime then the

children on board will want to be friends with her.
2025 Winner: Books Are My Bag Readers Awards — Newcomer of the Year

The Falling Boy - David Almond

Nothing is the same for Joff this summer. His dad is sick, his mum is working, there is a
new kid in town. The days are long and hot and change is in the air. With his dog Jet,
Joff decides to explore. The Chapel of Doom is always there, ancient and crumbling,
with its warning signs and the legend of the Falling Boy. But Joff isn’t going to go past

those signs... is he?
2026 Longlist: The Carnegies

Ghostlines - Katya Balen

On the island of Ayrie, everybody knows everyone. Everything is familiar, nothing much
changes, and for Tilda, nothing ever should — it is beautiful, it is perfect and it is home.
When newcomer Albie arrives at the island, Tilda wants to show Ayrie off... Albie wants
her to leave him alone. She learns quickly that it will take more than a tour to win him
round. Then she remembers stories of the old island just a short boat ride away. But

trips across to it are strictly forbidden....
2025 Shortlist: The Wainwright Prize; 2026 Longlist: The Carnegies
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The Blockbusters - Frank Cottrell-Boyce

When new boy Rafa and his friends accidently stray onto the set of a major Hollywood
blockbuster, the last thing they expect is to become extras. Rafa’s likeness to the
famous movie star, BB, gives him VIP access to all areas. While Rafa is getting a glimpse
into the glamorous world of celebrity, his big brother is becoming famous for the wrong
reasons. Luckily, the film crew’s next location might just bring the two boys closer

together.
2026 Longlist: The Carnegies

Popcorn - Rob Harrell

Andrew is just trying to get through the school photo day with one aim: a photo of
him that his mum will like. But today of all days, the world seems out to get him.
Andrew struggles with anxiety and OCD, and the little kernel of worry in his stomach is

getting hotter and hotter... Can he make it through the day?
2026 Longlist: The Carnegies

Chronicles of Whetherwhy: The Age of Enchantment - Anna James

First in a new fantasy series. In Whetherwhy everyone has magic inside them grown
from the changing seasons of spring, summer, autumn and winter. But a rare few are
Enchanters: people born with magic in their bones who can wield all four seasons of
magic. When Juniper discovers she is an Enchanter, she is invited to study at
Thistledown Academy. Unwilling to be left behind, her twin brother Rafferty follows
her and takes up an apprenticeship in bookbindery. As Juniper learns to wield
enchantment, Rafferty becomes involved with a mysterious secret society. The
adventure that follows brings their paths together in ways they could never have

expected.
2026 Longlist: The Carnegies

Gloam - Jack Mackay

Gwen does not want to admit that everything feels wrong since her mother died.
There is no time for all these feelings now as she has her younger siblings to care for.
Especially not since they have moved to their late grandmother’s house on Gloam
Island. And now there is an intruder. Esme Laverne may seem sweet and kind but
Gwen is not fooled by her new babysitter. It quickly becomes clear that if she wants
Esme gone she will have to fight off terrifying creatures as Esme’s power grows.

2026 Longlist: The Carnegies

Small Wonder - Ross Montgomery

Small Wonder lives peacefully at the edge of Ellia, along with his little brother and
faithful horse. But then a deadly assassin descends. Enemies are invading and the
kingdom is in danger. Small Wonder has six moons to get to Kings Keep and warn their

ruler.
2026 Longlist: The Carnegies

The Line They Drew Us Through - Hiba Noor Khan

1947 Lahore. Jahan and Ravi spend their days in and around the Fort, racing, wrestling
and teasing each other. They are so close they are like brothers. Jahan’s dad works for
the British government and the boys hear snippets about the end of the British Raj and
a partition of India. Tensions are rising throughout the city and beyond. Neighbours
and friends are turning against each other. But then word comes that there are only
two days until the partition. Families flee to get to the right side of the border. Jahan’s
family protect Ravi’s and manage to get them across the border safely. But will they

ever see each other again?
2026 Longlist: The Carnegies
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Wolf Siren - Beth O’Brien

A reimagining of Little Red Riding Hood. The woods are hiding a secret, but then so is
Red... Red is not allowed to go into the woods. Everyone knows they are dangerous
because of their strange magic and the wolves that lurk there. But Red finds herself
increasingly drawn to the woods and the place where her grandmother disappeared

without a trace three years ago. And Red has a secret...
2026 Longlist: The Carnegies

The Scream of the Whistle - Emily Randall-Jones

Ruby is miserable. Her parents have split up and now she is stuck in a creepy village. At
night she decides to escape and follow the ancient train track home. Her journey has
barely begun when she hears the eerie scream of a whistle — and an old steam train

appears out of the darkness. Is Ruby ready for the ghost ride of her life?
2026 Longlist: The Carnegies

Tosh’s Island - Linda Sargent, Joe Brady and Leo Marcell
Tosh’s upbringing feels close to perfect: best friends, mischief and secondary school
just round the corner. But when chronic illness strikes, it threatens to derail everything

she loves.
2026 Longlist: The Carnegies

Feather - Manon Staffan Ros

Huw is a 12-year-old boy who lives with his dad but finds comfort in daily visits to his
nan. Things change for him when his nan starts to forget things and starts to call Huw
by the name of Johnny, her older brother who she hasn’t seen since the Second World
War. As Nan deteriorates and is moved into a care home, Huw decides to try to find
out what happened to Johnny, so he can help Nan find some answers before she
forgets her brother completely. The book tackles dementia with great sensitivity and
compassion in an age-appropriate way.

2026 Longlist: The Carnegies

The Spick and the Span - Pil Van Martin

Thanks to many generations of careless magicians, the city of Helm is overflowing with
magic — which has made it a very dangerous place to live. Leave anything alone for too
long and it will transform into something else. The magicians think they keep Helm in
check but the real heroes are the cleaners. Ward, an ambitious 12-year-old cleaner,
wants to belong to the League of Cleaners — if only he can pass three near-impossible

tests...
2026 Longlist: The Carnegies

PILVAN MARTIN

PLEASE &  Please Don’t Read the Footnotes Please - Rob Walton

?ggif;fj?f An original and enjoyable collection of short stories which twist and turn through a
FOOTNOTES  series of footnotes, asterisks and footnotes to footnotes! The tales are funny,

PL N bittersweet, ludicrous and thoughtful. You will meet a girl who is hungry, a boy made

of pillows and stories involving time capsules, chocolate and horses.
2026 Longlist: The Carnegies
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Kay’s Incredible Inventions - Adam Kay

Jam-packed with fascinating facts presented with hilarity. This journey through the
history of inventions is as informative as it is funny. You will learn about the coolest,
grossest and most ridiculous inventions in the world. For example, did you know that

Velcro was invented by a dog?
2025 Winner: Laugh Out Loud Book Awards

Inside Story: How the News Works - Jane Marlow
This is a deep dive into the nuts and bolts of news. The reader is taken behind the
scenes at the newsroom and introduced to the different people involved, from the

reporter to the vision mixer.
2025 Winner (Judges’ Choice): SLA Information Book Award

Amazing Asia - Rashmi Sirdeshpande
As rich, colourful and vibrant as the continent it celebrates, this book is packed with
spectacular illustrations. Countries are covered in brief but culture-rich detail,

exploring everything from food to landscapes, innovations to famous faces.
2025 Winner (Children’s Choice): SLA Information Book Award

How to Walk on the Moon and Other Incredible Ideas About Physics - William
Potter

This book follows Professor Katzenstein and his rodent assistant, Scooter, as they
explore the incredible world of science, the animal kingdom and beyond. Combining

fun facts and comic book storytelling.
2025 Shortlist: SLA Information Book Award

The Jellyfish Garden: Explore their Curious World - Paola Vitale

From the deepest, darkest oceans to shallow coastal seas, warm tropical waters and
the cold Arctic ocean, jellyfish colour our underwater world. But what do we really
know about jellyfish? Are they poisonous? Can you eat them? Is it true they are

immortal? Can they really indicate climate change?
2025 Shortlist: SLA Information Book Award

Get Connected - Kay Barnham
This book covers the history of communication, including writing, languages, senses,
animal communication, and right up to present-day technological advances. Graffiti-

style artist Eman’s illustrations are bold and vibrant.
2026 Longlist: SLA Information Book Award

- DOCTORS
=

What Do Doctors DO? - Sarah Hull

/-% A career as a doctor can take many forms — diagnosing diseases, performing life-
\\

saving surgery or fighting a pandemic. Join them at work in air ambulances,

operating theatres or home visits — then find out how you could become a doctor!
2026 Longlist: SLA Information Book Award
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Why Do We Sleep? - Cathy Evans and Polya Plavinskaia
We spend around a third of our lives sleeping. But what actually happens during
those hours? This book takes on a fascinating journey through the land of nod and

out the other side.
2026 Longlist: SLA Information Book Award

Amazing Shark: Guardian of the Seas - Michael Stavaric

AMAZING . .
SO \\/hat do you really know about sharks? Did you know that the largest and scariest

ones only eat tiny plankton? Or that their rough skin is made up of countless mini
teeth? In fact, the shark is probably one of the most misunderstood animals on the

planet. Beautifully illustrated, discover the mind-boggling secrets of the deep.
2026 Longlist: SLA Information Book Award

THE CITIES The Cities of the Future - Didier Cornille
THE fUTURE

Discover how 10 cities around the world are transforming into greener, more
innovative and people-friendly spaces while continuing to develop. Meet the visionary

architects, passionate residents and energetic leaders driving these changes.
2026 Longlist: SLA Information Book Award

Science Detective Agency - Steve Derrick

A crime has been committed and the Science Detective Agency is on the case. To
be a detective you need an agile mind. Train your brain to tackle the most
intriguing mysteries and crack the case wide open. The SDA introduces curious

detectives-in-training to the world of forensic science.
2026 Longlist: SLA Information Book Award

A World of Cats - Carlie Sorosiak
Discover incredible facts and unbelievable real-life stories of our feline friends in

this illustrated guide to cats.
2026 Longlist: SLA Information Book Award

About Time - Rebecca Struthers and Alom Shaha
A guide to telling the science and history of telling the time and clockmaking in a fun

and interactive way.
2026 Longlist: SLA Information Book Award

Choose Your Own Evolution - Jules Howard

Think of an animal. It could be a shark, a squid, a snail or even a human. Every
single animal has a secret history. On every page you will discover a new animal

! with its own exciting story to tell. It is up to you to make the decisions that will lead
\ ”0 to their next evolutionary step.

: M % 2026 Longlist: SLA Information Book Award; 2025 Bronze Winner: Junior Design Awards

.“r.
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How to Save Your Granny from a Runaway Train - Swapna Haddow
Trick a shark! Lift a jumbo jet! Escape a deserted island! Stop a runaway train!
Explore dilemmas with solutions from the astonishing world of physics alongside

brilliantly funny illustrations.
2026 Longlist: SLA Information Book Award

The Wild Life of Dinosaurs and Other Prehistoric Animals - Mike Barfield

From the earliest life forms living under the ocean, to the most fearsome dinosaurs,
all the way through to early mammals like the woolly mammoth, this book tells the
story of what life was really like on early Earth. Discover what these animals looked

like, where they lived and how they survived — or didn’t.
2025 Shortlist: The Royal Society

The Rocks Book - Nancy Dickmann

What are rocks? How do fossils form? Are rocks different across the world? This
book has all the answers for curious readers, budding geologists and petrologists!
2025 Shortlist: The Royal Society

—ﬁ Comic Strip Science: Physics - Paul Mason and Jess Bradley

< Who says humans cannot fly? Human cannonballs definitely can. Unfortunately
though, a pair of forces drags them back to Earth. Find out why Dave is not really
keen on powerful magnets and how a torch can beat a supercar in a race. Each page
features a funny comic story that explains a physics idea with extra diagrams to help

further exploration.
o 2025 Shortlist: Laugh Out Loud Book Awards

Science is Lit: Crazy Chemistry and Epic Experiments - Big Manny
Big Manny (a TikTok science sensation) will show you how you can become a real-life
scientist and create awesome experiments at home using ordinary ingredients — such

as soap dish volcanoes!
A canzy comsry 2025 Shortlist: Laugh Out Loud Book Awards

0 EPIC EXPERIMENTS 'l

Compiled by NACE Trustee Sue Mordecai for use by NACE member schools, January 2026.

For more reading lists and inspiration, visit nace.co.uk/reading
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